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country, not knowing her circumstances. But as we are fellow-students, we can have exchange of views. I shall place my own views. I assure you, your distress distresses me too. If God gave me courage to put an end to it, I would willingly do it. Well, I have conducted strikes. I claim for myself that I am an expert in conducting strikes fairly successfully.
But one indispensable condition was that strikers must not live on charity, but they should live on their labour. Among those who advised them to strike and led them into it was a mill-owner's daughter1 who worked with them in carrying sand for a building which the strikers built for a Municipality. On another occasion I was in jail, but my people gave the strikers enough work in hand-spinning and weaving and paid them wages for the work more than what they got in the market. They worked for eight hours worthy of getting enough to live. But the situation in London, where there is a well-organized society, it is difficult. But we are bound to surmount the difficulty because when there is a will, there is a way. Be ready and prepare not to live on charity. Find out ways and means.
To Englishmen who are conferring with me on this issue,   I say. break up the highly organized industrialization.  Go back to the villages.   You have  to revolutionize your  conception of life. Your standard of life is artificial, incapable of sustaining for long. The modern civilization is a toy.   You are increasing your standard of life.   The more a man wants the more he becomes debased and breaks  under.    Well,  an  Englishman  in Lancashire  said,   "I do not mind starvation but I have lost in my own estimation."   I know of a man who was noble and patriotic, but because   of his greed when he earned a million rupees, I did not   congratulate him, but I sent him condolences.     But later in life, he lost   all, could not see anyone and ultimately   drank a bowl   of  poison. Alas!    such a  noble  good friend is  lost today due to the   ever-increasing wants.     In order  to  adopt my method,  you  have  to revise your mode of life, particularly you of the English race. You  are  a race of exploiters.   (Laughter) Your King is the King of England and the Dominions; but he is the Emperor of India. That shows the pride lying behind it.  You are therefore having false liberty.    You have committed a series of crimes in order to bend Indians to your will compelling them to take your commodities.     No wonder you are one of the richest countries. But where did you get your money from?    Not in this
1 Anasuyabehn Sarabhai, vide Vol. XIV, 215.